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TODAY IN WASHINGTON – MARCH 22, 2020: COVID-19 UPDATES
SUNDAY, MARCH 22 RECAP
Note – ​We believe this is the most up-to-date information available at this time, but it is subject to change ​as circumstances warrant. Also, all
finalized resources can be found ​on the COVID-19 ​Resource ​Center page ​of Hall Render's website.​

CONGRESSIONAL OUTLOOK
A procedural vote to end debate and move to a final vote on an economic stimulus bill that includes billions of dollars to help hospitals
fighting COVID-19 failed in the Senate today after it failed to muster the 60 votes needed for passage. Senators will now return to the
negotiation process. At this time, the House is not currently scheduled to return until Wednesday, at the earliest. While the schedule
could change, the stimulus bill is now not expected to pass until later in the week.

According to Senate Appropriations Committee documents reviewed by Hall Render, the current working draft of the legislation contains,
among other items, the following:

$75 billion to ensure health care providers continue to receive the support they need for COVID-19 related expenses and lost
revenue.

For hospital preparedness, not less than $500 million to provide preparedness support to facilities around the country. $200 million
will be provided to grantees within 30 days.

Not less than $1.7 billion to procure personal protective equipment and other medical supplies for federal and state response efforts.

$275 million to expand services and capacity for rural hospitals, telehealth, poison control centers and the Ryan White HIV/AIDS
program. 

CMS ANNOUNCES RELIEF FOR CLINICIANS, PROVIDERS, HOSPITALS AND FACILITIES PARTICIPATING IN QUALITY REPORTING
PROGRAMS

On March 20,  CMS announced it  is  granting exceptions from reporting requirements and extensions for  clinicians and providers
participating in Medicare quality reporting programs with respect to upcoming measure reporting and data submission for  those
programs.

CMS RELEASES COVID-19 CHECKLISTS AND TOOLS FOR STATE MEDICAID AND CHIP PROGRAMS
CMS released four checklists to create a COVID-19 federal authority checklist including:

Section 1115 Waiver Opportunity and Application Checklist

Section 1135 Waiver Checklist

1915(c) Appendix K Template

Medicaid Disaster State Plan Amendment Template

FROM THE FDA
FDA issued guidance for Industry and Health Care Professionals to communicate its temporary policy for certain risk evaluation and
mitigation strategies ("REMS") requirements for the duration of the COVID-19 public health crisis.

FDA also issued guidance to expand the availability of ventilators as well as other respiratory devices. The press release can be found
here.

NEWLY RELEASED RESOURCES
CMS released a general telemedicine toolkit.

https://hallrender.com/coronavirus/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announces-relief-clinicians-providers-hospitals-and-facilities-participating-quality-reporting
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/cms-1135-waivers/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/cms-1135-waivers/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/hcbs/appendix-k/index.html
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/state-plan-flexibilities/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/136317/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136318/download
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-continues-facilitate-access-crucial-medical-products-including
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/general-telemedicine-toolkit.pdf


CMS also released a telemedicine toolkit specific to ESRD providers.

For more information, please contact:

John Williams III at (202) 370-9585 or jwilliams@hallrender.com;

Andrew Coats at (202) 370-9587 or acoats@hallrender.com;

Abby Kaericher at (202) 780-2989 or akaericher@hallrender.com; or

Your regular Hall Render attorney.

To access Hall Render's COVID-19 resource page and hotline, click here.
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